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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please note that,
although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, Holy Communion
is reserved for properly prepared members of the Orthodox faith. Everyone is
invited to partake of the blessed bread after the conclusion of the Liturgy.
May God’s blessing be upon you!

Hymns in Today’s Liturgy
Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone 5)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending
the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious
Resurrection.

Apolytikion of St. Thomas (Tone 3)
O Holy Apostle Thomas, intercede to the merciful God, that He grant unto our souls
forgiveness of sins.

Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone 3)
Foolishly, I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked
deeds the riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal, I therefore cry unto
Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father. But receive me in
repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Epistle
I Corinthians 6:12–20
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All things
are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the authority of anything. Foods
are for the belly, and the belly for foods; but God will destroy both it and them.
Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body;
and God both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up through His power. Do
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take away
the members of Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do
you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The two,”
He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
Flee fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body, but whoever
commits fornication sins against his own body. Or, do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have received from God, and
that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God
in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Gospel
Luke 15:11–32
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls
to me.’ And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger
son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I
will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as
one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced
him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and
sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I
never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make
merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your
living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

Synaxarion
On 28 February, in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable
Basil the Confessor, companion of Prokopios of Decapolis; Hieromartyr Proterios,
archbishop of Alexandria; Righteous Kyra and Marana of Berœa in Syria; Apostles
Nymphas and Euvoulos; and New-martyr Kyranna of Thessaloniki.

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which
occurs in the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the
Triodion.
O thou who art like me, a prodigal, come forward with confidence and tranquility;
For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy.
In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the
sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in
the person of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that sin creates for
us, distant from God and His Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves
and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our Savior
wants to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken by despair,
lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his
lost children to remove the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies
for virtuous deeds.
Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.

Upcoming Events
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Daily Vespers
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St. Thomas

Thursday

Paraklesis

18:30

Holy Trinity

Saturday

Orthros and Divine Liturgy for the
Saturday of Souls
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Holy Trinity

Great Vespers

18:00

St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our
Periscope channel, and on our YouTube channel.
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