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To our visitors…
Welcome! We hope your time with us is healing and worshipful. Please note that, 
although we have much respect for other Christian traditions, Holy Communion 

is reserved for properly prepared members of the Orthodox faith. Everyone is 
invited to partake of the blessed bread after the conclusion of the Liturgy. 

 May God’s blessing be upon you!

https://www.antiochian.org


Hymns in Today’s Liturgy

Paschal Apolytikion (Tone 5)
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing 
life!

Hypakœ of Pascha (Tone 4)
When they who were with Mary came, anticipating the dawn, and found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulcher, they heard from the Angel: Why seek ye among the dead, as though He were mortal 
man, Him Who abideth in everlasting light? Behold the grave-clothes. Go quickly and    proclaim to 
the world that the Lord is risen, and hath put death to death. For He is the Son of God, Who saveth the 
race of man.

Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8)
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of 
Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and 
giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

Epistle

Acts 1:1–8
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when He was taken up, after He had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles 
whom He had chosen. To them He presented Himself alive after His passion by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with 
them He charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, He said, “You heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
which the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
end of the earth.”

Gospel

John 1:1–17
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God; all things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that 
was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for 
testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 



came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to 
His own home, and His own people received Him not. But to all who received Him, who believed in 
His Name, He gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth; we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness 
to Him, and cried, “This was He of Whom I said, ‘He Who comes after me ranks before me, for He 
was before me.’”) And from His fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Synaxarion
On the Holy and Great Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the life-bearing Resurrection of our Lord, God, 
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Christ descended to do battle with Hades alone; 
He ascended after taking many spoils of victory.

We call the present Feast “Pascha,” which means “Passover” in the Hebrew language; for this is the 
day on which God originally brought the world into existence from non-being. It was on this day that 
He conveyed the people of Israel across the Red Sea and snatched them out of the hands of Pharaoh; 
on this day also, descending from Heaven, He came to dwell in the Virgin’s womb. And now, after 
snatching the whole of mankind from the depths of Hades, He has raised it up to Heaven and restored 
to it the ancient dignity of incorruption. But when He descended to Hades, He did not resurrect all, 
but only those who chose to believe in Him. He freed the souls of the Saints from all the ages who 
were being forcibly held by Hades, and allowed all of them to ascend to Heaven. For this reason, 
rejoicing exceedingly, we celebrate the Resurrection with splendor, offering an image of the joy in 
which our nature abounds through the tender mercy of God. Likewise, demonstrating the destruction 
of enmity and our unity with God and the Angels themselves, we give each other the customary kiss 
of peace.
The Resurrection of the Lord took place in this manner. While the soldiers were guarding the tomb, 
around the middle of the night an earthquake occurred; for an Angel came down and removed the 
stone from the door of the sepulchre. On beholding this, the guards fled, and thus the women were 
afforded their opportunity at the end of the Sabbath, that is, around the middle of Saturday night. 
The Resurrection was made known first to the Mother of God, who sat opposite the tomb with Mary 
Magdalene, as St. Matthew says. But in order that the Resurrection should not be a matter of doubt, 
on account of the familiarity of the Lord’s Mother, the Evangelists say: He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene. It was she who saw the Angel on the stone and, stooping down to look, saw the Angels 
inside the tomb; these Angels announced the Resurrection of the Lord. For “He is risen,” they said, 
“He is not here; behold the place where they laid Him.” Therefore, on hearing these words, she 
ran to the most ardent among the Disciples, Peter and John, and told them the glad tidings of the 
Resurrection. As she was returning with Mary, Christ encountered them, saying: “Rejoice!” For it was 
fitting that the sex which first heard the words, “in pain thou shalt bring forth children,” should be the 
first to hear this joy. Overcome with love, they approached and touched His immaculate feet, wishing 
to recognize Him more precisely. The Apostles came to the tomb; and Peter stooped down to look 
inside the tomb and departed, while John went inside and looked more searchingly, and touched the 
linen clothes and the napkin.
Mary Magdalene returned with other women at dawn so as to confirm with greater certainty what 
had been seen. Standing outside, she lamented, but when she stooped to look inside the tomb, she 
saw two Angels shining with radiance, reproving her, as it were, and saying: “Lady, why weepest thou, 
whom seekest thou? Seek ye Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified? He is risen; He is not here.” And 



at once they arose in fear, seeing the Lord. Turning round, she saw Christ standing; thinking Him to 
be the gardener (for the tomb was in a garden), she said: “Sir, if thou hast borne Him hence, tell me 
where thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.” When she beckoned again to the Angels, the 
Savior said to Magdalene: “Mary.” And she, perceiving the sweet and familiar voice of Christ, wanted 
to touch Him. But He said: “Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father, as thou thyself dost 
reason, still supposing Me to be a man; but go to My brethren, and tell them all that thou hast seen 
and heard.” Magdalene did this. As day dawned again, she came to the tomb with the other women. 
Those who were with John and Salome arrived at sunrise; and, to put it simply, the women came to 
the tomb in different groups, among them being the Theotokos; for she is the one whom the Gospel 
calls Mary, the mother of Joses; this Joses was a son of Joseph. It is, however, unclear at what hour 
the Lord arose: some say that it was at the first cockcrow, others that it was when the earthquake 
occurred, and others suggest different times.
After these events, some of the guards went and reported to the high priests what had happened; 
the latter, putting money in their hands, persuaded them to say that Christ’s Disciples had come 
by night and stolen Him. In the evening of the same day, when the Disciples had gathered together 
through fear of the Jews and the doors were securely shut, Christ came to them — for His body was 
incorrupt — and greeted them with the customary greeting, “Peace.” On seeing Him, they rejoiced 
exceedingly, and when Christ breathed on them they received the energy of the All-holy Spirit more 
perfectly.
This is how the Lord’s Resurrection took place on the third day. The evening of Thursday and the 
day of Friday (for this is how the Hebrews measure the period of twenty-four hours) are one day. The 
night of Friday and the whole of Saturday are another period of twenty-four hours; this is the second 
day. The night of Saturday and the day of Sunday are another period of twenty-four hours; this is the 
third day.
To Him be glory and dominion unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Upcoming Events

Sunday Agape Vespers 12:00 Holy Trinity
Monday Orthros & Divine Liturgy for St. George 08:30 Holy Trinity
Friday Orthros & Divine Liturgy for the Life-Giving Spring 08:30 St. Thomas
Saturday Great Vespers 18:00 St. Thomas

We will stream services live and post updates on our Facebook page, on our Periscope channel, and 
on our YouTube channel.

✉: PO Box 1042 
1100 Jones St 
Sioux City IA 51102-1042

☎ : +1(712)258-7166
📧: info@stthomassiouxcity.org
🌐: https://stthomassiouxcity.org

https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasOrthodoxChurchSC/
https://www.pscp.tv/sathorch/follow
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIkvjWIH3zMELHkelZ36kRA
mailto:info%40stthomassiouxcity.org?subject=Information%2C%20please
https://stthomassiouxcity.org

	Hymns in Today’s Liturgy
	Epistle
	Gospel
	Synaxarion
	Upcoming Events

